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Plastic Bags Ban Hailed

EFFECTING THE GAZETTE NOTICE
ON THE BAN ON PLASTIC BAGS
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)
Question 1: Which plastics have been banned?
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Question 2: What is a plastic carrier bag?
Answer: This is any bag regardless of its thickness or colour, used at the
supermarkets, retail stores, shopping malls and grocery stores as secondary
packages.
Question 3: What is a flat bag?
Answer: A flat bag is a plastic bag constructed without handles and may have
a gusset or not.
Question 4: What are the major concerns of plastics bags?
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Question 5: Are plastics used for primary industrial packaging also

Question
Which
plasticsNotice?
have been banned?
banned1:by
the Gazette
Answer:
The
ban
applies
to
all
plastic
carrier bags
and atare
bags
used for
Answer: No, plastic bags used
for industrial
packaging
exempted
so long
commercial
and
household
packaging.
as they are used for industrial primary packaging at the source of the product

and are2:not
available
on sale carrier
at the counter
Question
What
is a plastic
bag? or given freely outside the industrial
setting.
must of
be itslabelled
clearly
by theused
industry
Answer:
ThisFurthermore,
is any plasticthe
bagbags
regardless
thickness
or colour,
manufacturing
the
product.
at the supermarkets, retail stores, shopping malls and grocery stores as
secondary packages.
Question 6: When are manufacturers and importers required to stop
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Question 8: Will there be a “grace period” for retailers to comply?
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Question 11: What are the alternatives to plastic carrier bags?
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Question 12: Which retailers are affected?
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Are retailers allowed to use up existing stocks of plastic
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bags after August 28th, 2017?
Answer: No, retailers are required to clear stocks within the grace period.
Question 13: Are small retail businesses exempt?
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Plastic Bags Ban,

good for the country
Plastic bags are everywhere in our lives. We grab one in the morning to pack our lunch. We slip
our hands in them to pick up dog doo. We use them to line garbage cans, separate dirty laundry
in the luggage and carry things from here to there.
However, plastic bags also are dangerous to the environment. They take considerable energy to
manufacture and a thousand years to disintegrate. The bags are light that such that, a little
breeze easily lift them up and litter them along highways, waterways and in trees. They end up
clogging our drainage systems leading to flooding in major cities in Kenya that has led to deaths
in the recent past.
A research done by NEMA in conjunction with UNEP and KIPPRA, revealed that 100 million plastic bags are handed out in Kenya by supermarkets
alone. Because of the damage they cause, the government of Kenya under the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources has banned the
use, manufacture and importation of all plastic bags for commercial and household packaging. This follows a move by the Environment and
Natural Resources, Cabinet Secretary Prof Judi Wakhungu to gazette the ban on 28th February 2017.
With this, NEMA’s Director General, Prof Geoffrey Wahungu has engaged the public by creating awareness through Radio and Television among
other channels by expressing optimism that the government will support the enforcement of the ban and urged manufacturers to seek alternatives
that are more environmental friendly. We also urge the public to support the ban especially on behavior change towards the use of plastic bags.
As you may be aware, the penalties for contravening the ban are very harsh. Section 144 of EMCA states that, “any person who contravenes the
provision of the gazette notice shall be liable to a fine of not less than two million Kenya Shillings, and not more than four million Kenya
shillings, or imprisonment of a term of not less than one year but not more than four years or to both such fine and imprisonment.” Therefore,
the Authority is urging the citizens and manufactures to abide by the set deadline of 28th August 2017 to avoid finding themselves in the wrong
arm of the law.
In the spirit of enhancing the capacity of the Counties to deal with the environmental issues, the Authority has also developed the Environment
Action Plan guidelines that have been launched. The guidelines will go hand with the County Environmental Action Plans (CEAPs) that are critical
for addressing environmental matters at the County. We also urge Counties that have not developed and gazetted County Environmental Committees to do so as they help in coordination of environmental matters at the National and County levels.
NEMA continues to work with our stakeholders to implement the environmental mandate as witnessed during the World Wetlands Day 2017,
signing of various MOU with our partners, engaging media to push the environmental agenda among other initiatives.
We continuously strive to enhance the quality of environmental management in the country. We are
happy to have the support of the public and government in implementing our mandate.
Have a great read!
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Comply with the PLASTICS BAGS ban,
manufacturers told

By Samwel Irungu

NEMA Director General Prof Geoffrey Wahungu [L), Environment CS, Prof Judi Wakhungu and Jian Lie, UN Environment Chief Scientist during the UNEP stakeholder forum on plastic bags ban
[PHOTO: A. MWANGI/NEMA]

The National Environment Management Authority has ordered all plastic bags manufacturers
to clear their stock before the 28th August 2017. This is in line with the gazette notice by the
Environment and Natural Resources CS, Prof Judi Wakhungu on February 28th 2017 that
banned the use, manufacture and importation of plastic carrier bags after six months.

During the stakeholder engagement forum on plastic carrier bags ban
held on 21st June 2017 at UN Gigiri, NEMA Director General, Prof
Geoffrey Wahungu stated that all the plastic bags that will still be in
stock by the 28th August will be treated as waste. Prof Wahungu further
warned manufacturers who will not adhere to the call that they will face
criminal charges for non-compliance with the ban on plastic bags.
The forum brought all national actors such as manufacturers, importers,
workers unions, administrators, policy makers at the national and
county government levels, academia, regulators and members states
who have implemented similar bans and development cooperation
partners.
The forum offered a platform for exchange of views on how to
implement the ban, share knowledge, best practices, lessons learned
from partners who successfully experienced such transition, opportunities and challenges as well as find ways to overcome them. The
participant also discussed possible options and incentives measures to
support the successful implementation of the ban.

NEMA Director General, Prof. Geoffrey Wahungu speaking during the UNEP stakeholder forum on plastics bags ban
[PHOTO: A. MWANGI/NEMA]

Continued next page
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Environment and Natural Resources CS, Prof. Judi Wakhungu speaking during the UNEP stakeholder meeting on plastics bags ban [PHOTO: A. MWANGI/NEMA]

Retailers and manufacturers who will be found using and distributing
plastic carrier bags will be liable to a fine between two and four
million shillings or a jail term of between one and two years or both
penalties.
The Director General added that in compliance with the enforcement
strategy, “NEMA is serving notice to manufacturers, importers and
large consumers such as supermarkets to submit their compliance
plan to the plastic ban and a declaration of stocks held by them by
the time the ban takes effect”
Moreover, under Scientific Information Mobilization, the Authority is
collecting, collating and analysing existing data on plastic bags,
collaborating with KNBS, UN Environment, NECC and other stakeholders for data on effects of plastic bags across sectors, documenting
experiences and lessons learnt from countries, developing a database
system for archiving data, undertaking further studies on plastics in
collaboration with stakeholders including UN Environment, KIPPRA,
County Governments, KRA, KEBS, NECC, KNBS, abattoirs, manufacturers and finally mapping entities dealing with plastic bags manufacture
and importations.

NEMA Director C& E, David Ongare speaking during the UN meeting on the ban on plastics ban
[PHOTO:A. MWANGI/NEMA]

Awareness creation is also critical for the success of the ban. For this
reason, the Authority is undertaking various media engagements such
as talk shows, use of social media platforms, consultative meetings at
national and regional forums, development and dissemination of
awareness and publicity material as well as regional awareness/sensitization meetings and identification of alternatives to plastic carrier
bags.
NEMA is collaborating with the relevant stakeholders such as UN
Environment, KIPPRA, County Governments, KRA, KEBS, NECC, KNBS,
to ensure that the ban takes effect on the due date.

The NEMA booth during the UNEP stakeholder forum on plastics ban [PHOTO: A. MWANGI/NEMA]

{The writer is NEMA’s Corporate Communications Officer]
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Enhancing access to Genetic Resources
By Samwel Irungu

Today, the CBD integrates the objectives of conserva
conservation, sustainable use, and benefit sharing. It balances
the rights of resource-providing countries to share in
benefits with the rights of technology-rich countries to
access biodiversity resources in biodiversity rich
countries. The CBD recognizes the importance of the
knowledge, practices and innovations of indigenous and
local communities (Article 8(j)) and makes provision for
prior informed consent to be obtained by any public or
resourcprivate enterprise seeking access to biodiversity resourc
es (Article 15).
As a consequence, the authority to determine access to
genetic resources rests with the national governments
and is subject to national legislation. It also establishes
a number of general principles and obligations relating
to access to genetic resources and benefit sharing.

Participants during the meeting at Serena Hotel [PHOTO: S. IRUNGU/NEMA]

The CEOs of various institutions and lead agencies held a meeting on the progress of the
Access and Benefits Sharing (ABS) IT based application and monitoring system. The was
held at Serena Hotel on 16th May 2016.
The system has been developed with the support of GIZ while NEMA has been coordinating
the development of the ABS application and permitting system. Other institutions such as
KWS, NACOSTI, KSF, KENTRADE, UON, KARLO and DVS who have also been pivotal in the
development were also represented by their respective CEOs.
NEMA Director General urged the institutions present to embrace the system. “A shared
system is a win-win as it makes life easier for permit authorities as applicants,” he said.
Most importantly, the system will help indigenous communities to stand a better chance
to share in the benefits from resources extracted within their locality.
Prior to the commencement of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in 1992,
access to genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge was free for all affair.
Genetic Resources (GR) and Traditional Knowledge (TK) were often taken from communities and countries by organizations and individuals who monopolized the benefits but
commercialization of genetic resources and associated TK has existed for hundreds of
years. Researchers travelled to different parts of the world seeking exotic plants. They
brought back decorative flowers, medicinal herbs and new types of food. These expeditions
were a one way transfer of knowledge with biological explorers taking knowledge from
local communities. There was little or no exchange of knowledge and no offer of compensation for such communities.

These principles includes:
• Parties have an obligation to create conditions to facilitate access to genetic
resources and shall not impose restrictions that run counter to the objectives
of the CBD;
• Access, where granted, shall be on mutually agreed terms;
• Access to genetic resources shall be subject to the prior informed consent
of the contracting party providing such resources;
• Scientific research on genetic resources provided by other contracting parties
shall be undertaken with the full participation of such parties and where possible
in the territory of such parties;
• Parties have an obligation to take legislative, administrative or policy measures
to ensure that fair and equitable sharing of the results of research and
development and the benefits from the commercial and other utilization
of genetic resources with the contracting party providing such resources;
• Such benefit sharing shall be on mutually agreed terms.
NEMA has a Biodiversity ABS Section under the direction of the Director of
Compliance and Enforcement Department that that coordinates matters ABS.

The CEOs present expressed their support for the system stating that it will get rid of
rigorous process involved in application and permitting system.
The system is expected to improve documentation, tracking ABS permits and monitoring
ABS benefits, it will also enhance transparency, and mutual trust between the providers
and users of genetic resources. This will further facilitate information exchange and better
monitoring of the genetic resources both in the Country and abroad.
The Constitution of Kenya, 2010 (Article 69(1) has obligated the State to ensure sustainable, exploitation, utilization, management and conservation of the environment and
natural resources and ensure access to genetic resources by equitable sharing of accruing
benefits..
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A shared system is a win-win as it makes
life easier for permit authorities as applicants,”
NEMA Director General, Prof. Geoffrey Wahungu

{The writer is NEMA’s Corporate Communications Officer}

NEMA Counties’ Staff trained
on service Charter
By Samwel Irungu

Staff and interns being sensitized at NEMA Homabay office

Resolution of public complaints is an indicator used
by the Commission on Administrative Justice (CAJ)
for all public institutions to address service delivery
to the public. To this effect, the commission issues
guidelines which must be followed in the resolution
of public complaints.
The Authority is required to train staff in at least 10
Counties in each financial year. In the fourth quarter
of 2016/17, seven (7) counties were sensitized on
service charter and resolution of customer
complaints. These included; Makueni, Machakos,
Kitui, Nyamira, Migori, Homabay and Narok.
In the with the CAJ guidelines, the Authority is
required to; establish complaints-handling
infrastructure mechanism and submitting information on the same in the prescribed format, report on
awareness creation of the institution’s complaints,
handling system and citizen service delivery charters, a status report on the
implementation of CAJ recommendations, report on capacity development
on effective complaints management for complaints handling officers,
staff and top management as well as actual resolution of complaints
received and reported in the prescribed format.
NEMA offices both at the headquarters and County offices are to display
the service at a strategic location, have feedback forms to filled and
dropped at the complaints office, address complaints/incidences within the
stipulated timelines, develop a complaints reporting register as well as a
sign post located strategically.

Staff and interns being sensitized in NEMA Narok office

The Authority is required to prepare a report on resolution of public complaints at the end of every quarter
to which the Authority normally receives a compliance certificate at the end of a financial year which is an
aggregate of the four quarters in a year.
Corporate communications is charged with the duty of sensitizing staff on service charter and resolution of
public complaints which go hand in hand. This financial year, a number of Counties have been earmarked
to be sensitized on the new guidelines issued by CAJ on resolution of public complaints as Counties are
integral in the new reports done to CAJ.

{The writer is NEMA’s Corporate Communications Officer}
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Adopt a River miniSASS
Training for Youth groups
By Joseph Masinde and Shieni Koiyet

NEMA Officer, Mr. Shieni Koiyet speaking during the training [PHOTO-A. MWANGI-NEMA]

Adopt a river is a ‘people-driven’ initiative that focuses
on wetlands monitoring and restoration project. The
project entails adoption of a nearby river by university/college student groups, community youth groups
and other interested institutions.
Towards this end, trained 5 youth groups around
Nairobi who have volunteered their valuable time to
promote the conservation of Nairobi river on 9th May
2017.
The youth groups included; Team Environment Kenya
(TEK), Sauti Mtaani from Kasarani, Make B Clean
Green Initiative (MABCGI), Usafi Kwetu from South B
and small Axe Youth group
Takings samples of water

Their mission is to promote stewardship of natural
Resources within the city’s Nairobi communities and surrounding areas. The groups are involved in activities such as garbage collection, tree
planting to increase forest cover and clean ups in major urban areas. They also work with communities in their areas of operation.

Continued next page
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Participants during the exercise at Nairobi River

During the training 20 member groups were trained on
using Mini Stream Assessment Scoring System (miniSASS) tool-a simple, user-friendly river health bio-monitoring tool. The tool uses composition of macro-invertebrates in the river and is based on their sensitivity to
varying water quality levels. It is a hands on tool,
especially in the application of the dichotomous key.
The training was led by Joseph Masinde from Education section and Shieni Koiyet from Nairobi region.
In the afternoon, the 5 youth groups walked down to
south B into Balozi Estate to do miniSASS practical
exercise. They spent their time doing a miniSASS
assessment on a section of the Ngong River at Balozi
Estate. The site where they conducted their miniSASS
assessment came out with a score of 3.6 which falls
under the category seriously/critically modified (very
poor condition)
Later the Make B Clean Green Initiative (MABCGI)group
planted their first crab on the miniSASS Website by
uploading their results

Identification of the Macroinvertebrates from samples from the river at the Balozi bridge in south B

Adopt a river is a ‘people-driven’ initiative that focuses on wetlands monitoring and
restoration project. The project entails adoption of a nearby river by university/college student groups, community youth groups and other interested institutions.
Their mission is to promote stewardship of natural Resources within the city’s Nairobi communities and surrounding areas.
Looking forward to seeing more of sites on the miniSASS website!
Keep up the great work the youth groups are doing to protect our natural resources!!

The NEMA adopt a river team thoroughly enjoyed
working with such a positive, enthusiastic groups, and
most importantly, teams that are very passionate
about the work they are doing.

{The writers are EEIPP officer and Shieni Koiyet coordinator NEMA Nairobi region respectively}
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Supporting golden generation
for a golden climate
By Samwel Irungu

The prestigious award- Wangari Maathai Grand award
was taken by a participant from Belarus whose project
was titled, “Treatment of waste water from environmentally harmful surfactants by biotechnological methods”
The event also saw participants display and share their
cultures from attires, food and dance moves. It was a
vibrant, colourful and adventurous weekend for the
students who on Saturday had a fun filled culture day and
a city tour on Sunday. The event officially closed on
Monday with an award ceremony where winning
participants proudly received their awards amidst cheers
and jubilations.
The celebrations ongoing during the fete

NEMA had a special award category in the just concluded Golden climate international Environmental Project
Olympiad held at Light International Academy, Karen.
Having been one of the sponsors, NEMA funded $150
for the winners.
The Olympiad whose theme was ‘raising a golden
generation to achieve a golden climate’ ran successfully
for four days from 7th - 10th April 2017. The jury was
constituted by NEMA who went through a training on
1st April. The Olympiad was attended by 22 countries
from all over the world.
NEMA Director Finance and Administration, Mr. Kennedy Ochuka during the event

Representing the Director General, NEMA Director
Finance and Administration, Kennedy Ochuka said that
he is proud to be associated with young, creative and
innovative learners who are passionate about environ-mental issues.
The young participants showcased various projects and
innovations under 6 categories namely: Agriculture,
Environment, Environment Design, Energy, and
Engineering and Junior category. There were 180
projects that the judges managed to evaluate and award
marks.

Participants singing during the event

NEMA award
on the waste
management category
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County executive calls for stronger
partnership
By Harron Wanjohi

Hon. Alex Mwangeka (left) the CEC member for Environment for Taita Taveta County Makes a point during the CEAP workshop

He regretted that most counties were yet to gazzete their County Environment
Commitees (CECs) and called for strategic engagement with all the 47 counties to
ensure CECs which are critical in County environment management are in place.

The County Executive member for Tourism and Natural Resources for Taita Taveta
County Hon. Alex Mwangeka has called for strengthened partnership between
NEMA and the County Governments. The County executive reiterated that County
governments should be implementing devolved environmental functions closely
with NEMA. He acknowledged the important role that NEMA plays in ensuring
Kenyans enjoyed the right to a clean and healthy environment.

He called on NEMA to work on transitional arrangements to ensure seamless
transfer of devolved functions noting that the expertise remained with NEMA. ‘’Lets
walk together during this transitional period and not leave county governments
alone and think they know what they need to do on environment. You are the
experts, ‘’He concluded.

The County executive was speaking during the Capacity Building workshop on CEAP
preparation for coast region held at Mombasa beach hotel. He said most counties
were ill equipped to address environmental issues and NEMA’s input was highly
required. ‘’unless NEMA comes to assert its authority, the environmental agenda in
the counties may be lost’’, He said. He added that most governors may not see the
need to prioritize environment as it is not tangible and does not translate into votes.
He said the roll out of the Environmental action planning process was a step in the
right direction noting that NEMA and the county governments needed to work
together. ‘’We need one work plan for the environment at the county level, ‘’He
added.

Lets walk together during this transitional period
and not leave county governments alone and think
they know what they need to do on environment.
You are the experts, ”
NEMA Director General, Prof. Geoffrey Wahungu

Unless NEMA comes to assert its authority,
the environmental agenda in the counties
may be lost’’
Hon. Alex Mwangeka the CEC member for Environment for Taita Taveta County
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{The writer is NEMA’s Environmental planning officer}

Danida Holds a Green Growth
Learning Forum
By David Ongare

Danida hosted a green growth learning forum at the Karen Blixen Camp, within the
Masaai Mara with a theme ,’moving towards a green trajectory’.
In attendance were personnel from Denmark’s Nairobi mission led by H.E. the ambassador Mette Knudsen; Ministry of Environment delegation led by the PS Mr. Charles
Sunkuli; NEMA represented by the chair of the board Mr. John Konchella, The DG Prof.
Geoffrey Wahungu and the DCE Mr. David Ongare.
There were other delegations from Trade Mark East Africa; Business Advocacy Fund;
Micro Enterprises Support Programme Trust; Kenya Association of Manufacturers;
Northern Rangelands Trust; Water Services Trust Fund; and Denmark’s Environment
Protection Agency. In total approximately 200 people were in attendance.
The Meeting brought together institutions implementing the Green Growth and
Employment Programme (GGEP 2016-2020) in which the government of Denmark
has invested approximately ksh 7.5 billion over the next 4 years; NEMA is one of the

implementing partners. The objectives of the forum were; to strengthen the
cooperation between Kenya and Denmark, explore ways to strengthen
synergies between GGEP implementing partners and contextualize green
growth in a Kenyan context.
The current drought ravaging the country was given as an example of
emerging realities that countries need to grapple with. Despite the foregoing
it was appreciated that Kenya as a country has enormous potential on
several fronts.
It was also acknowledged that whereas the benefits that productive activities
confer to the country were more or less obvious, the attendant harmful
impacts on the environment sometimes tend to go unnoticed , a case in
point was that of plastic bags.

Denmark’s Nairobi mission led by H.E. the ambassador Mette Knudsen (R)
shaking hands with the PS Ministry of Environment Mr. Charles Sunkuli

At the end of the one and a half days it was agreed that; Denmark pledges
to continue supporting Kenya in her development agenda, GGEP partner
institutions would craft and implement immediate and long term collaboration projects. On this particular resolution NEMA undertake to accelerate and
scale up engagements with the Kenya Association of Manufacturers and the
47 county governments, Counties to be proactively engaged by all partner
institutions, there is need to make a business case for going green and the
need to prioritize waste management; air quality and land degradation.

NEMA chairman, Mr. John Konchellah (R) with NEMA Director General Prof Geoffrey Wahungu
during the learning forum

{The writer is NEMA’s Director Compliance and Enforcement }
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Let’s work for betterment of Authority,
staff urged
By Samwel Irungu

Let us build a cohesive Authority and be accountable for our
actions as we forge forward. That was the rallying clarion call by
NEMA Director General Prof Geoffrey Wahungu when he spoke to
county directors of environment last week in Naivasha.
The DG was speaking during the annual CDEs conference to
establish targets and activities to be carried out by the field
officers in the financial year.
This annual meeting is critical as it affords management and the
managers in the county offices to discuss a number of pressing
issues that need to be addressed for the smooth operations in the
field offices. Besides, the meeting is also a forum for exchange of
ideas and innovations is exploring how to continually improve
efficiency in meeting the Authority’s mandate.
NEMA Director General Prof Geoffrey Wahungu speaking with the NEMA Staff and County Directors of Environment in Naivasha

Participants during the workshop in Naivasha

The DG stated that the Authority continues to support county governments to
perform devolved functions related to environment. He urged the CDEs to continue
engaging the Counties to see that the County environment Committees are
operational for smooth operations of environmental matter at the counties.

The County officers were asked to embrace the use of the Knowledge Management
System that has been developed to help solve most of issues facing the Authority in
regards to data backups and documents storage.

The CDEs were also asked to focus their energy in unbundling the ban and prepare
ourselves in creating awareness between now and end of August 2017. There was
also the need to prepare for enforcement of the ban after the notice period so that
CDEs can know their roles to play. “I know we have built enough capacity in terms
of providing answers to Frequently Asked Questions; and that we will provide
leadership in this. This is an opportunity for us to push our agenda hard,” Prof
Wahungu said.

As the representatives of the Authority at the County level, CDEs were urged to
embrace action planning, work planning and monitoring and evaluation. This will
facilitate the Authority to achieve its great mandate.
{The writer is NEMA’s Corporate Communications Officer}
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NEMA reviews Green Fund (GCF)
concept notes
By Sarah Muthoni
The National Implementing Entity (NIE) held a four days’ workshop at MOW from 16th May 2017 to 19th May 2017. The workshop’s objective was to review the project
proposals submitted to NEMA for consideration under the Green Climate Fund (GCF). In October 2016, an advertisement to call for GCF concept notes was put in the media
and over 170 concept notes were received. A Concept Note Review criteria was developed with assistance from World Resources Institute in November 2017.

GREEN CLIMATE FUND’S RESULT AREAS
GCF has eight results areas that have been targeted because of their potential to deliver a substantial impact on mitigation and adaptation. The eight results areas cover both
mitigation and adaptation and provide the reference points that will guide the Fund and its stakeholders to ensure a strategic approach when developing programmes and
projects, while respecting the needs and priorities of individual countries.

Under Mitigation, target areas are:

1. Energy access and power generation; Such as on-grid, micro-grid or off –grid solar, wind, geothermal among others.
2. Low emission transport; such as high-speed rail, rapid bus system, among others.
3. Buildings, cities, industries and appliances such as new and retrofitted energy efficient buildings, energy- efficient equipment for companies and supply chain
management, among others.
4. Forestry and land use such as forest conservation and management, agroforestry, agricultural irrigation, water treatment and management, among others.

Under Adaptation, the target areas are:

1. Most vulnerable people and communities; such as mitigation of operational risk associated with climate change – diversification of supply sources and supply
chain management, relocation of manufacturing facilities and warehouses, among others.
2. Health and well-being, and food and water security; such as climate-resilient crops, efficient irrigation systems, among others.
3. Infrastructure and built environment; such as sea walls, resilient road networks, among others.
4. Ecosystems and ecosystem services; such as ecosystem conservation and management, ecotourism, among others
The workshop brought together reviewers from NEMA and the National Treasury. The review session started by going through a check list to ensure that each one met the
required standards and had also submitted all the required documents. After the initial review stage, about 60 concept notes did not get recommendation to proceed to next
stage since they did not provide all the requirements.
The workshop was successful and there is need to further review in order to scale down the number of the concepts that will develop full proposals for onward submission to
GCF Board.

Participants during the GCF review meeting at MOW

{The writer is NEMA’s Environmental Officer}

15.

NEMA Booth during the UNEP stakeholders meeting
NEMA Director General Prof Geoffrey Wahungu (R )
with the Comedian MC Jessy showing some of the alternative
to plastic bags

NEMA and MET officers during an air monitoring exercise in Nairobi

NEMA Staff and Stakeholders when they visited some of the adaptation projects in Marsabit during WDCD 2017

Director General Prof Geoffrey Wahungu speaking to CEOs
of various organisations during a meeting at Radison Blue Hotel

Stakeholders showing the placards on the ban on plastic carrier bags during
the WED 2017 in Nakuru

The ban on plastic bags caravan sensitizing the public around the country

CS MENR Prof Judi Wakhungu (C), PS Charles Sunkuli (L)
and Margaret Mwakima(R) with NEMA Staf during the signing
of the PC at the ministry

WED 2017 National Steering Committee preparatory meeting at NEMA HQ

NEMA Director General Prof Geoffrey Wahungu (L) awards a certificate
to a stakeholder during the Pwani Mazingira awards

Enhancing resilience to combat
desertification and drought
By Agnes Kamiri & Samwel Irungu

The World Day to Combat Desertification (WDCD)
was celebrated on 17th June, 2017 at Hula Hula
Catholic Church grounds, in Marsabit County.
The Day is marked on 17th June each year to fulfill
national obligation under the United Nations
Convection to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) with
a view to raising awareness about Combating
Desertification and mitigating the effects of drought
through integrated approaches to enhance community resilience. This day has been observed World
wide since 1995.
This year’s celebrations was guided by the theme
“Conserving our land for sustainable
livelihoods” and slogan
“Our People - Our Home - Our Future.”
NEMA Director General Prof Geoffrey Wahungu watering a tree during the WDCD celebrations at Marsabit [PHOTO: A. MWANGI/NEMA]

UNCCD defines desertification as land degradation in arid, semi-arid and sub
humid areas resulting from various factors
including climatic variations and human activities. Marsabit County was
chosen as a venue for this year’s national commemoration because it is
semi-arid and has many economic activities such as pastoralism, forestry,
crop production, tourism among others.

She said that they can become communities and nations that are stable,
secure and sustainable, she said that conserving land improves sustainable
livelihoods. She urged Kenyans to reclaim and exploit vast unproductive lands
to reduce migrations and manage conflicts arising from drought and desertification.
She added that Marsabit and its famous Chalbi desert have faced severe
drought. Therefore, the need to for promote awareness about combating
desertification, human suffering, land degradation and drought.

CS, ministry of Environment and Natural Resources, Prof Judi Wakhungu making her remarks
during the WDCD celebrations in Marsabit {PHOTO: A. MWANGI/NEMA]

The Chief Guest was the Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Environment and
Natural Resources, Prof. Judi Wakhungu. In her statement, the CS said that
making land productive can play a significant role in turning the growing tide
of migrants abandoning their unproductive land.

NEMA board of management chairman, Mr. John Konchellah addressing the public during
the WDCD celebrations [PHOTO: A. MWANGI/NEMA]

Continued next page
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NEMA staff pose for a photo
during the WDCD celebrations

NEMA chairman, Mr. John Konchellah urged County governments to avail
the required resources to reverse all manner of environmental degradation
and ensure sustainable development in the country. He stated that NEMA
will continue to offer Counties technical support to ensure all the residents
have access to a healthy and clean environment.
In his remarks, the NEMA Director General Prof. Geoffrey Wahungu said that
the vast Marsabit county has a harsh climate, with extremes in the Chalbi
desert. He said the conditions frequently force the mainly pastoral communities to migrate in search of pasture that sometimes create conflict.
He urged counties to gazette the County Environment Committee, which is
critical for promoting environment conservation and committed that NEMA
will carry out the necessary training for the gazetted committee members to
arm them with skills.

Environment CS, Judi Wakhungu launching the restoration of a gabion in Marsabit

CS MENR launching the procession during the WDCD celebrations

{The writers are NEMA’s Corporate Communications Officer}
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Connecting people to nature
By Agnes Kamiri and Winnie Okok

Guests led by NEMA Director General displays placards in support of the ban on plastic bags during WED 2017 panel discussion in Nakuru [PHOTO: A. MWANGI]

There was pomp and colour during the celebrations of National
World Environment Day 2017 at Egerton University, Njoro
Campus, Nakuru County on 5th June, 2017. This year’s event was
guided by the theme, “Connecting People to Nature”
and the slogan “I am the Nature.

and educate the public on the importance of the Environment. Some activities organized to mark the
day at Egerton were Mr. and Miss Environment competition, Clean ups, tree planting, exhibitions,
panel discussion and a road show among other activities.
The event was preceded by buildup events on 2nd June, 2017 which entailed a panel discussion which
was held at Kilimo Hall at Egerton University, Njoro Campus.
The topic of discussion was Waste Management in Kenya with a special focus on the Ban on Plastic
bags. The participants had a good time interacting
and educating the participants on the effects of plastics to the environment.
Nature Walk at the Egerton Botanical Garden
The NEMA Board of Management also got a chance to visit the botanic garden at Egerton University.
The garden is the only one of its kind with different species of trees. It was created after realizing
that the country was losing forest cover at an alarming rate down to 1.7% from 13% in the year
1963. This meant therefore loss of valuable species and their habitats.

Environment CS, Prof Judi Wakhungu making her remarks during
the WED celebrations at Egerton University [PHOTO: A. KAMIRI/NEMA]

The slogan reminds us of the responsibility that we have towards
the environment. We should at all times be in tune with our
surroundings. We should never compromise on nature and our
environment.
The World Environment Day is the biggest annual event for
positive action that takes place every 5th of June since it began
in 1972. The global citizens have continued to organize many
thousands of events to mark the day and to create awareness

NEMA Board chairman, Mr. John Konchellah making his remarks during the WED celebrations
[PHOTO: A. MWANGI/NEMA]

Continued next page
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Mr and Miss Environment Nakuru Crowned
The winners for this year were Miss Emma Hosea, and Mr. Kelvin Mbugua. 1st runners up was Rose among other technologies which we ought to embrace as they had been
Sakhasia, and 2nd runners up was Angeline Wairimu Gitonga in the Ladies category. For men category, profiled.
Mr. Kennedy Ngare emerged the 1st runners up and Nickson Ong’era, 2nd Runners up.
He said he was happy to note that there were many opportunities that
could be recognized as a result of proper management of the environment
that included green jobs for youths and reduced public health related
diseases among others.
The DG reiterated that the ban on plastic bags is there to stay and that the
Authority will ensure it is fully implemented. He described the plastic bags
as being a disaster and nightmare and that are partly responsible for the
death of domestic, sea and wild animals.
He called on all Kenyans to change their way of waste disposal and added
that even if the County Governments can be allocated more funds towards
the waste management without the citizens having behavior change on
waste disposal, then it will be of no help.

(Seated) crowned Mr. and Miss Environment, Nakuru County. [PHOTO: ANTHONY MWANGI/NEMA

The D-Day started with the Launch of Eco-friendly re-usable bags organized by
Safaricom at Midland Hotel. Private sectors were urged to work closely with
NEMA and relevant stakeholders to explore the alternatives as demonstrated by
safaricom. At the same time participants were urged to comply with the requirement of the ban and work together to ensure clean and healthy environment.

WED 2017 celebrations took place in all the 47 Counties led by the NEMA
County Officers. This helped to cascade the message to the local ‘mwananchi’ that everyone should join hands and support the ban. “Raising
awareness on the most pressing environmental issues of our time is more
important than ever.”

The launch of the bags is in line with Safaricom’s commitment to contribute to
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 12, which calls for responsible
Consumption and Production. Safaricom has commenced use of eco-friendly
carrier bags to replace plastic bags in their retail shops. The move is to reaffirm
their commitment in taking responsibility to manage environmental impact
seriously, said Steve Okeyo, the Director – Regional Sales and Operations.
The chief guest was the Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Natural
Resources, Prof. Judi Wakhungu. Delivering her speech, the CS said that plastic
ban is a deliberate effort to rid our beautiful country of the menace of plastic
wastes that have continued to choke our drainage systems, kill livestock, degrade
infrastructure amongst other negative impacts. She called upon all people of
good will to support this great initiative so that we all live in a clean, safe and
healthy environment. While making his remarks, the NEMA Board Chairman,
Mr. John Konchella, urged the County Governments to
cooperate with NEMA to build synergies among stakeholders in the management of the environment. He encouraged
them to implement and prioritize programs and projects
that contribute towards sustainable use of the environment.

NEMA Director General, Prof Geoffrey Wahungu waters a tree during the WED 2017
celebrations in Egerton University [PHOTO: A. MWANGI/NEMA]

He urged all to join hands and stay committed in ensuring
that we impart knowledge, skills and a positive attitude in
each and every citizen on matters that relate to the environment, as well as on the importance of protecting our
resources for the current and the future generations.
The NEMA Director General Prof. Wahungu thanked all the
stakeholders that participated in this year’s World Environment Day. He also noted that the event was unique as it
was used to profile and showcase existing best practices on
how we can give back to nature through embracing green
initiatives including tree planting, recycling of solid waste

Launch of Eco-friendly Reusable bags at Midland Hotel in Nakuru. [PHOTO: ANTHONY MWANGI/NEMA]

(The writer is NEMA’s Corporate Communications officer and an intern respectively)
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Gold mining in Nandi and
Kamamega Counties
By Sally Tirimba, Michael Njiru Sophie Mutemi

In most of the mines, Environmental Impact
Assessments and Audits are not followed to the latter.
As a result, most gold prospecting sites operate
undergo environmental degradation that even affect
the residents.
Essentially, restoration of the site should ensure that it
improves the visual appearance of the disturbed areas,
establish a cover to provide erosion control, and
improves run-off water quality by minimizing silt loads
and control of dust from the site.
This is to ensure reclaiming of affected land to its
previous natural state is the final and perhaps most
important step to ensuring the process of obtaining
gold doesn’t result in permanent damage to the
landscape.

Residents mining gold in Kakamega

Arising issues in gold mining

Searching for gold is a complex, scientific and time-in- industry is still young and the gold-rich areas of
tensive process which can be wearisome and expensive. western Kenya remain largely under-explored with
Nandi and Kakamega Counties have been discovered to thousands of artisanal and small-scale miners.
have gold deposits. Explorations have been going on
and evident of gold deposits have been discovered in
some parts of the country. One such area is Kapsaos
village in Aldai Sub- county Nandi County.

Most of the mining being done in Kakamega County
currently is artisanal mining. Shoko (2005) argues that
the environmental impacts of individual operations are
not necessarily significant;

In Kakamega, the mining is inform of artisanal mining.
There has been increased impacts of numerous
artisanal small scale mining operations that have
created serious problems for ecosystems and local
communities.
Since the discovery of gold deposits in the area,
villagers have been trying to locate these deposits in
their farms. Since gold mining requires expertise and
resources which many locals cannot meet, the area has
attracted gold mining prospectors from other areas.
Gold mining industry has grown in recent years and
January 2012 saw the construction of the first Kenyan
gold mine, Kilimapesa in Migori, which was the first
gold mine to be commissioned since independence.
Despite a number of local and international mining
firms operating in western Kenyan having been granted
licenses for gold exploration, the country's gold mining

Gold mining in Kakamega

Recent explorations conducted by the government and
private companies are said to have revealed large gold
deposits in western Kenya, which could lead to the
large-scale commercial mining that could put Kenya on
the map of the top gold producers in Africa. The latest
discovery by Acacia estimated at 1.31 million ounces of
gold in the Liranda corridor is estimated to be worth
171 billion shillings.
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the accumulated impacts of numerous artisanal small
scale mining operations can create serious problems for
ecosystems and local communities. From a structural
and technical point of view ASM is conducted on a very
basic level using simple tools such as picks and shovels
(Kambani 2001). As Ghose (2003:167) points out, it is
because of their nature that these operations feature
poor environmental management practices and safety
conditions.
Continued next page

The holes dug in order to access the gold are in most cases left open becoming both
an ecological and human safety concern. As Dreschler (2001) argues, 80% of the
operations are open casts or shallow pits less than 30m deep and they are left
uncovered and unprotected. ASM also puts a lot of strain on water as a resource.
Mercury which is used in the further washing of the soil dug up to help get gold is
very dangerous and its effects on human health are fatal. Unfortunately mercury is
relatively cheap and easily accessible making the accelerating the problem. What is
worse is that some miners go into the old holes which were initially dug up by the
rosterman company. The safety of these holes is unprecedented and injuries and
collapsing of the walls is a reality. Loss of human life has actually happened.
Most of the small scale miners are not aware of the dangers of this trade and even
when in the know how, they do not really concern themselves as they are more
distressed with earning a living. Some even claim it has enhanced safety in the
areas it is being practiced, with an example of rosterman. It is important to note that
ASM has become a main source of livelihoods for local communities and this may
foster hostility towards public officers trying to monitor and regulate effects of the
trade.
Summary of effects of ASM

Effects on Biodiversity

I. Clearing of land leading to: soil erosion, siltation, destruction of ecosystems and
loss of biodiversity.
II. Noise pollution from stamp mills, pan dishes and blasting causing ill health, loss
of hearing and migration of wild life and birds.
III. Land degradation resulting in the loss of the landscape aesthetic value as mining
activities leave open pits and mounds of sand.
IV. Water pollution causing the destruction of aquatic ecosystems and plant life.
V. Depletion of ground and surface waters.

Effects of gold mining on Health

I. Mercury used in the cleaning of gold affects the nervous, digestive and immune
systems, and on lungs, kidneys, skin and eyes. It is a threat to the development of
the child in utero and early in life. When the compound goes into water, people then
become exposed to it as methyl mercury in the fish they may eat.
II. Dust from the mining and grinding of the rocks can lead to congestion and
respiratory diseases.
III. Siltation of rivers, pollution of rivers and underground water resources by
mercury lead to the deterioration of the water quality affecting both human and
animal life.
IV.
Noise pollution from the grinders can affect the hearing system if
workers don’t wear ear muffs.
Social effects of gold mining
Urbanization resulting from mining can lead to alcohol abuse, prostitution and land
use conflicts with local communities, child labor and diseases (Shoko 2005).
Challenges in the regulation of ASM
Informality of the sector has made regulation and monitoring for the government
difficult. Informality marginalizes a community politically, economically and even
socially. Informality can both increase resilience by providing an economic livelihood
activity and increase vulnerability as it removes the protections and opportunities
provided by the government (De Soto 2002; Hart 2006)
For a long time the ASM were not adequately provided for in the mining act itself.
The act now recognizes that even ASM and small scale miners have to take into
consideration the conservation of the environment. The act requires the existing

23.

environmental laws and regulations (the Environmental Management and
Coordination Act 2015; The Environmental Impact Assessment and Audit
regulations 2003 and Water Regulations 2006) have to be followed.
Specifically Section 176(2) deals with the EIA and Section 179 further ensures
sustainable use of land through restoration of abandoned mines and quarries and
Section 180 requires a site mitigation and rehabilitation or mine closure plans
before approval for prospecting license, a retention license or mining license.
In the past most miners felt that they did not have to do anything and that
environmental issues were not their concern. The new act enhances the role of the
National Environment Management Authority (NEMA) making coordination and
regulation that more strengthened.
Most of the ASM are not aware of the environmental regulations in place hence
why compliance, conservation and reclamation of the natural resources have been
low. They are also not privy to the importance of sustainable mining and the
advantages to their livelihoods and future generations.
It is not easy to get them to understand the effects on some resources such water
as they just feel that the water would ultimately just go back into the ground once
they are done using it.
During a training session held by the county government of Kakamega to train
some of the ASM leaders there was a lot of hostility towards the authority as they
felt that it was out to frustrate them. However by further sensitization this has
slowly been changing for some groups such as those under Groots Kenya.
Way Forward
ASM miners are not going anywhere and therefore It needs to be stated that such
environmental elements under threat as water, land, soil are non-renewable
economic resources that man depend on for survival and will continue to be
affected Thus for man to continue enjoying these benefits sustainable means of
exploitation are crucial.
Knowledge is power; a lot of awareness creation and sensitization needs to be
done by the Authority so as to enhance the regulatory and monitoring process.
There is need for extensive education to the local community about the environmental dangers and their long-term effects and making them conscience of the
need for health ecosystems. The miners need to be educated on best practices to
ensure they know how to first prevent and then mitigate any negative effects
arising from their activities. They also need to be informed of the environmental
laws in place under EMCA 2015 and what they have to do in order to comply.
Research should be done and an alternative to mercury found as it is hard to ask
the ASM not to use it yet it is the only thing they know and have access to.
Environment inspectors on the ground need to be more vigilant and ensure that
the environment regulations are being followed. Monitoring and evaluation is also
important for continued sustainable mining.
There needs to be a lot of cohesion and collaboration between all relevant government bodies, the county government together with the public interest groups in
order to effectively deal with the arising issues. They all need to speak with one
voice and support each other`s roles. The ASM need to be included in decision
and policy making to ensure that they feel included, that they own the policies
and that the policies are actually relevant to them.

Sand harvesting nightmare
at Homabay
By Homabay County office

Several complaints have been raised through the media both print and digital
platforms highlighting the problem. This necessitated the Authority to conduct
a site verification on 11th and 12th of April 2017. The site visit team included
Mr. Zephaniah Ouma , Deputy Director Compliance, Mr. John Maniafu , CDE
Homa Bay County, Mr. Reagan Awino - Compliance & Enforcement Officer,
E.A Section, Mr. Petterson Mirambo - Driver NEMA HQ and Mr. Penuel Anyona
- Driver Homa Bay County.

Trees hanging as a result of serious farm sand harvesting activities at Kobala area

Global economic growth in the 21st century entails the need for raw materials to build
infrastructure. Sand is one of the raw materials whose excavation is done from river beds.
Moreover, it is generally considered that material from alluvial deposits is usually better
quality than from other sources, due to sorting processes that separates weak material
from strong ones (Kondolf, 1994). Instream sand harvesting has become a widespread
phenomenon all over the world. The demand for sand is growing around the world,
particularly in the developing countries such as India, China, and Kenya where the rapid
economic development causes strong growth of construction industry.
The global sand harvesting concerns about environmental impacts is increasing, report
from other countries for example China (Wu et al., 2007), Ghana (Mensah, 2002) and
India (Padmalal et al., 2008). Consequently, it has been argued that because of this
globalizing extent and the magnitude of its impacts sand harvesting should be considered
as an aspect of global environmental change (Sonak et al., 2006).

The fact finding mission of the sand harvesting activities in Homa Bay County
was triggered by several complaints and concerned raised in regards to the
activity and the environmental and social effects it has to the local community.
The NEMA team from the head office and the Homa Bay County conducted the
two day visit so as to ascertain the current situation on the ground and advise
the Director General on the best way forward.
During the vist, the team found out that Sand harvesting is an activity that
supports some livelihood in Homa Bay County and involved both genders. The
team also found out that there is on farm sand harvesting in the areas of
Kobuya and Kobala areas of Rachuonyo North. On farm sand harvesting was
more destructive to the land resource compared to harvesting on the riparian
areas. Along the Lake Shore riparian especially the beaches such as
Nyakwara, Sindo, Gingo, Kakione, Kaswanga and many others are equally
destructive if not well managed. In addition, majority of the land owners have given consent
for the sand harvesters to extract sand from their land.
The land owners seem to benefit from the sand harvesting along the beaches. Moreover, most
of the sand harvesting areas have free access and the roads leading to the sites are not in good
conditions and traverses other individual lands. This is a possible recipe of social conflicts due
to trespass on private property. The team also found out that the sand harvesters are not in
organised groups or the formed groups have collapsed thus hindering quick and easy engagement with them. This is contrary to the National Sand Harvesting Guidelines that prescribe a
management structure through the Sand Harvesting Committee at Sub County level. Lastly,
during the visit, the team found out that the CDE gave closure orders and improvement orders
to some sites which needs to be enforced especially on those sites that are bad and not
adhering to the order given.

Unscientific and haphazard sand harvesting, in many of the occasion, lead to severe
environmental problems to river basin environments that need immediate attention and
corrective measures. United Nation department of social and economic affairs (2003)
estimated that in Africa alone, 20 million people depend on sand harvesting activities for
subsistence and places the figure at 100 million people worldwide who depend on sand
harvesting for survival. The international labor organization (ILO) (1999) estimates that
are about 30 countries; depend on the sector for their livelihood (Thomas et al., 2003).
In Kenya sand harvesting has become big business with rapid urbanization spurred by the
new Constitutional dispensation of County Governments and rapid growth of urban areas
in Kenya. The need for infrastructure projects such as roads, rail and ports have increased
the need for natural resources including sand. In Homa Bay, due to the high dependency
on fish resources especially the Capture method at Lake Victoria, sand has become an
alternative source of livelihood to many fishermen and youths.
Rapid growth of urban areas like Oyugis and Kisii town has increased the demand for
sand. These has led to massive destruction of the Lake Riparian areas, Rivers and farms.

NEMAs Environmental Inspectors creating awareness to the sand harvesters and loaders on the impacts
of sand harvesting on the environment at Ragwe Beach
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The team gave the following Recommendations
• There is need for NEMA to review and customize the existing Sand Harvesting and
Monitoring guidelines into a Regulation for effective enforcement of the sand harvesting
activities country wide.
• The CDE(s) to use the existing governance structure in the Sand Harvesting and monitoring
guidelines to initiate compliance activities for the sand harvesting sector.
• Compliance promotion should be enhanced in Homa Bay County by engaging all the sand
harvesting stakeholders (Land Owners, Sand loaders, sand brokers and sand transporters
among others) for sustainable sand harvesting within the County.
• Capacity building to be done to the sand harvesters and transporters on the best way of
engaging in the sand harvesting activity.
• The sand harvester to be organised and form groups or revive the collapsed groups to
enable easy engagement with the various regulatory agencies.
• Specific sites to be gazetted for sand harvesting activities after a clear criteria for doing so
has been agreed upon by the concerned parties.
• The enforcement division to back up the CDE on enforcing the closure orders and
improvement orders issued to the various sand harvesting sites.

Environmental Inspectors from NEMA and the Nyakwara Beach Management Unit Officials during
the sand harvesting site inspection at Nyakwara Beach

Effects of sand harvesting next to the Lake Victoria Shores, Ragwe Beach
A degraded site with minimal sand harvesting activities on going at Kakione Beach

A restored site after the CDE gave the group an improvement order at
Nyakwara Beach – potential site for licensing
Sand harvesting activities on going despite the order issued
by the CDE at Gingo Beach

A degraded site that under very minimal use due to lack of sand and the
land owner is trying to put up gabions to protect their land from further
degradation at Kakione Beach.

On farm Sand harvesting activities interfering with the road
infrastructure at Chuowe

25.

A mango tree hanging in the Lake due to Sand harvesting
activities that have expanded the edge of the waters at Gingo Beach

A seriously degraded sand harvesting site in Kobala area

NEMA Lamu Green point is furnished
and fenced
By James Kamula

The NEMA Lamu green point constructed with support from the
World Bank through the Kenya Coast Development project (KCDP)
has been furnished and a concrete security fence constructed
around the office. These major developments which will go a long
way in improving the working environment in the newly built green
point were supported by KCDP. The green point-cum-office provides
a platform where NEMA, the local communities and the business
community can benefit from each other with exchange of
knowledge aimed at promoting green growth and sustainable
development in Lamu County.
Items supported by the project to furnish the office are specifically
furniture items including desks, office chairs, boardroom table and
filing cabinets among other items. The items are already in use by
the office staff.

Part of the furniture bought by KCDP for NEMA Lamu green Point

Participants pose for a group photo at the forum. [PHOTO: Courtesy]

NEMA Lamu green Point

Part of the furniture bought by KCDP for NEMA Lamu green Point

In respect to the fence, construction of the fence started in late April 2017 and
was completed in the second week of June 2017. Fransa Agencies Ltd
undertook construction of the fence within the framework of a contract signed
between KMFRI (client) and the Company. KMFRI is the coordinating
institution for KCDP and is charged with procurement of all infrastructure
activities on behalf of the project implementing agencies. The State Department of Public works was the supervising agency for construction of the fence.
The NEMA KCDP Team based at the Coast Region Office led by the Technical
Coordinator, Mr. James Kamula, worked closely with KMFRI and State
Department of Public Works throughout the fence construction period to
ensure the construction of the green point is done up to the required
standards and is completed on time. The furnishing of the office and the
construction of the fence are additional milestones in the list many other
achievements registered by NEMA under KCDP which is scheduled to end on
30th June 2017.

The concrete fence build around NEMA Lamu green point with support from KCDP

{Senior Marine Officer/NEMA KCDP Technical Coordinator}
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NEMA rolls out CEAP guidelines
By Harron Wanjohi

NEMA has kicked off capacity building efforts
on CEAP preparation targeting the 47
counties. The initiative seeks to enhance the
skills of County government technical officers
as well as NEMA field officers on the use of
the recently launched EAP guidelines.
The first workshop was held in Kisumu city
and attracted representation from 19
counties in NEMA’s western region. Nine
County governments participated in the
forum. While addressing the participants, the
CEC Member for Environment for West Pokot
County Hon. Wilfred Longronyang asked
participants to seek ways for building synergy
between the two levels of government in
order to win for the environment. ‘’Environmental issues are a source of conflict in many
counties and there is need for networking
between the two levels of Government for proper planning, ’’ He noted. He
Said there were challenges among many counties in gazetting their Environmental committees noting that there were so many other committees at the
County level.

A section of particpants during the Kisumu CEAP Capacity building workshop

Participants during the Nairobi CEAP workshop pose for a group photo

The Nairobi regional workshop that was held on 10th -13th April 2017 at
Cooperative college, Karen attracted representation from 11 counties with
represenNyeri, Narok, Murang’a and Nairobi County governments sending represen
tation. Two Representatives from the Council of Governors’ natural resources
committee attended the Nairobi meeting and gave useful insights on how to
bring on board the county governments into the CEAP process.

Two more workshops targeting the Isiolo and Coast Regions are scheduled for
Embu and Mombasa respectively within the next two weeks.
{The writer is NEMA’s Environmental Planning Officer}
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Staff sensitized on drug, alcohol abuse
take the staff through the process of the using the system. He
enumerated the need to use the system as it stores vital
information about the Authority. All the documents from all
Sections and Departments are now available in the system.

ADA Specialist, Mr. Robert Mwangi speaking to staff during the sensitization meeting at NEMA HQ [PHOTO: S. IRUNGU/NEMA]

NEMA held a sensitization meeting on alcohol, drug abuse and HIV/AIDS on 25th
April 2017 at NEMA headquarters. The meeting was organized by the Human
Resources department.
Speaking during the meeting, Robert Mwangi, an Alcohol and Drug Abuse (ADA)
specialist underlined that addiction to alcohol and other forms of drugs is the
worst form of experience one can go through. He highlighted some of the resultant
effects especially chronic illness such as cancer that are associated with drugs
abuse. He relates his diagnosis to throat cancer which is related to excessive
alcohol abuse in his youth.
During the meeting, the staff were also trained on the Knowledge Management
System (KMS). Senior Systems Analyst, Abednego Marube took the opportunity to
{The writer is an intern at Corporate Communications Sections}

Senior Systems Analyst, Abednego Marube training staff on Knowledge
Management System during the meeting at NEMA HQ
[PHOTO: S. IRUNGU/NEMA]

Suppliers sensitized on procurement
By Samwel Irungu

The exercise targeted the Under Preferences and Reservations Group
i.e. Access to Government Procurement Opportunities (AGPO) for the
disadvantaged groups (Youth, Women and Persons living with Disabilities).
The forum was critical for the Authority to create a rapport with the
suppliers as well as inform them of the tenders available in their
category. Speaking during the meeting, Chief Procurement Officer,
Kipkosgei Langat, asked the suppliers present to take the opportunity
available at NEMA. He informed them that NEMA being an environmental agency will at times give preference to suppliers who are using
green initiatives in their business with the Authority.

Chief Procurement officer, Kipkosgei Langat speaking to the suppliers during the meeting
at NEMA HQ [PHOTO: S. IRUNGU/NEMA]

The suppliers were informed to tender their documents complete with
the requirements per the pre-qualifications documents provided for by
NEMA

The National Environment Management Authority conducted a sensitization of preference and
reservation groups in public procurement at NEMA Headquarters on 8th May 2017.

{The writer is NEMA’s Corporate Communications Officer}
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NEMA Director General visits
Shimo la Tewa prison
The director general of NEMA Prof. Geoffrey
Wahungu Visited the Shimo La Tewa Prison in
Mombasa on Friday the 28th day of April
2017,. He was accompanied by Dr. Mohamed
Omar of KWS, Mr. Dickson Waruingi, the
coordinator of the Nairobi Convention at
UNEP and Mr. Andrew Ng’ang’a of NEMA,
Mombasa County.
The Director General was received by Mr.
Meshack Okiya (Deputy officer in charge of
the prison), Mr. Moses Kisach (in charge of
Documentation and special operations), Mr.
Onesmus Kyalo (senior security officer) and
Mr. Edward Gituma who is in charge of
buildings at the facility.
The Director general visit was important in
that it was meant to forge away forward for
the rehabilitation of the waste water
NEMA Director General, Prof Geoffrey Wahungu (C) accompanied by [L-R) Dr. Mohamed Omar(KWS), Mr. Dickson Waruinge (UNEP),
treatment system of the facility. The director Mr. Meshack Okiya(Deputy Officer in Charge), Prof. Geoffrey Wahungu (Director General-NEMA), Mr.Onesmus Kyalo,
general noted that the treatment system Mr. Andrew Ng’ang’a and Mr. Moses Kisach at Shimo la Tewa prison [PHOTO: COURTESY]
which was built about five years ago had
collapsed hence polluting the nearby Mtwapa creek.
The treatment system which was built by the Coast Development Authority (CDA) in conjunction with the Kenya Marine and Fisheries Research Institute (KEMFRI) had collapsed
due to neglect. The prison which was passively involved during the construction had no capacity to manage the system.
After the tour of the facility, the director general informed the management that he will be constituting a technical committee which will be meeting the prison management
at a later date for the evaluation of the system. This will inform on the way forward for the rehabilitation of the wastewater treatment system.

NEMA officer awarded for excellence
NEMA officer Erick Ngondi was awarded by the Ombudsman on March 9th 2017 for
“handling the public professionally, courteously, and excellence in his work” during
the annual Huduma Ombudsman awards.

NEMA Director General Prof Geoffrey Wahungu (2nd L) handing over the award
to Erick Ngondi. Looking on is Director F&A, Kennedy Ochuka, DDHRA Ms Esther Chege
and PHRAO, Cyrus Mbuvi

NEMA also works on fostering dedication and excellence in each employee’s area of
work. In light of this, the Authority’s Human Resource Department sought to stamp
the excellence that Ngondi has exemplified at the environmental complaints and
incidents desk.
The Authority rewarded Erick for excellence and commitment on his work despite
having visual impairments. He had demonstrated that disability is not inability and
in so doing he stood out as a true inspiration to public officers with disability and to
NEMA staff as a whole.
While awarding Ngondi the award, the NEMA Director General Prof Geoffrey Wahungu recognized and appreciated his dedication to work. “Your personal commitment
to excellence has inspired the rest of us and many things have changed because of
you,” the DG stated while handing him the award from NEMA.

[PHOTO: S. IRUNGU]

29.

A letter from the
next generation

Sensitization on plastic
carriers ban in Kisii
By Tom Togo

By Sophie Mutemi, Osoro Na�aly

Dear grownups,
Keep working on the Earth so
when I grow up it will be in
good shape. It is important
because I don’t want the earth
to be all littered with trash and
I don’t want to pick up all the
trash by myself. And because I like
to play with my friends outside. And I
don’t want my friends to pick up your trash.
When you put trash in a storm water drain did you know it can end up in our rivers
and pollute our oceans and seas thus affecting our marine life?
When you throw trash in highways did you know it will affect the aesthetic beauty
of the Earth?
When you throw trash in protected areas did you know that it will affect our
precious biodiversity?
When you fail to undertake individual responsibility on waste management did
you know that it will contribute to poor practises such as littering?
When you undertake poor sitting of disposal sites on environmentally sensitive
areas such as riparian areas, forest and wetlands did you know that this will affect
the earth?

Following the gazzetement of the law on ban of plastics NEMA Kisii office in
conjunction with Kisii county government department of Environment Water
energy and Natural resources organized a sensitization workshop on 31st March
2017.
The workshop brought on board secondary users, traders, waste handlers and
chamber of commerce. The meeting was focusing to educate the parties on the
notice and to facilitate them with ideas to come up with alternatives before the
commencement of the ban. They needed to be guided on how to limit their order
levels so that they are not caught with a lot of polythene packaging stock when the
ban is effected and they also need to think of alternative packaging material.
In attendance was CEC in Charge of Environment who was Chair, CDE secretary,
Chair Chamber of Commerce Kisii chapter, representatives of supermarket
operating within Kisii, Hawkers representatives, County commissioner representatives and officers from County Environment Department and NEMA and media
persons.
The deliberations were fruitful although there was mixed reaction as they thought
the time was too short and some also felt that they had never had about the
gazzete notice as others were suggesting that the producers are the ones to be
followed. Some argued that the need to be provided with alternatives before the
ban is effected and some even were arguing that the ban should be strictly on
manufacturers.
It was encouraging that the stakeholders are positive despite the few concerns
which were normal and as the burn means business will not be as usual as
adjustments will need to be done which will either affect the business people or the
ordinary mwananchi.

When you undertake improper management of waste did you know it poses a
threat to the climate and the eventual achievement of sustainable development?

Assistant County Commissioner 1 insisted that the people should be ready to
change as the security agencies will be there to see the law is followed and
committed to assist any arm of government to make sure that the regulated
community abides by the law.

Tips for care:
Do the 7R’s: Reduce, Rethink, Refuse, Reuse, Repair, Refill and Recycle
Be nice to the E (Earth)
Do not litter because it’s putting trash on the E (Earth’s) face.

{The writer is NEMA’s CDE Kisii County}

{The writers are County Director of Environment and
Environmental Officers respectively in Embu County.}
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Core Services
The Authority core services include:
Registration and Licensing of Environmental Impact Asssessment (EIA)
and Environmental Audit (EA)
Environmental Impact Assessment Licensing
Environmental Auditing
Environmental Incident Management
Environmental Inspection
Environmental Information, Education and Communication (IEC)
Environmental Reporting
Environmental Planning
Development of Curriculum for Training of Environmental Impact
Asssessment/Audit experts
Administration of an Environmental Awards scheme
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Our Vision

To be a Word-class Environmental Management Authority

Our Mission
To ensure a clean, healthy and sustainable environment in Kenya
through supervision and coordination of all matters relating to environment.

OUR MOTTO
Our Environment, Our Life, Our Responsibility
Mazingira Yetu, Uhai Wetu, Wajibu Wetu

PLEASE
Report Environmental incidents to:

0786 101 100

Email: incidence@nema.go.ke
National Environment Management Authority
Eland House, Popo Road, Off Mombasa Road, South C
P. O. Box 67839 - 00200, Nairobi.
Tel: +254 (020) 218 3718 Mobile: +254 724 253 398, 723 363 010
Email: dgnema@nema.go.ke
www.nema.go.ke

National Environment Management Authority-Kenya
@nemakenya

Nema Kenya

